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Sonus faber Domus Series

Speaker System

Body and soul.

I don’t think I’ve ever before

referred to a speaker as “sexy,”

but Sonus faber’s new Domus
line is definitely hot stuff. Yeah

|1a1[)}', the Domus Series’ enticing
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sheathed
in supple black

curves

]cathcn'ltl." puisvd
on spiked feet
will get audio-
philes all hot and
bothered. That's
because t}ll‘_\'
make for pretty
sexy sound, too.
Franco Serblin
founded Sonus
faber in 1983 in
Vicenza, Italy, to
craft
that played music

speakers

instead of mvru]y
n-[)rmlucing it.
For him, the art
of speaker and
musical-instrument
dvsign has every-
[hing to do
with ('Unlr(>||ing
resonance, Think
The

sound of a guitar,

about it:

violin, or any
sll‘ing('d instru-
ment is gener-
ated within a
L‘.lrvl‘uH’\' tuned
1‘{'stm.1ting acoustic chamber,
That concept inspirt’(l the form
and function of Serblin’s designs,
which s_\_'nlhcxizc the best of old-
world ('1'a|'lsl'l'|anshi|) with f'i11(‘|}'

tuned ll't‘]'ll'l()l(:!g\'.

www.hometheatermag.com

Sonus faber has hislm'icall)‘ chris-
tened their spvakvl‘ models after
venerated musical-instrument
makers—Stradivari, Amati,
and Guarneri—but the Domus
moniker comes from Latin, mean-
ing a private fami|}' residence of
modest to palatial proportions.
The line includes the svelte Wall
Domus wall-mount model, the

bookshelf

speaker, the Center Domus, the

Concertino  Domus
Concerto ﬂm)rxl.’mding spc;‘.kcr‘
and the magnificent Grand Piano
Domus tower speaker. The lute-
shaped (lvsigns bear a slriking
resemblance to the L‘{}mpan_\"s
Cremonas ($8,995 per pair) and
the new Amati Anniversarios
(527,500 per pair).

Sonus faber has derived the
Domus Series’ r'ing-r.u|iatur-t)’[)c
tweeter from the one used in the
Cremona speakers. The woofers and
Ini(|rnngv drivers also benefit from
trickle-down L(‘L‘hnnlng'\_' the
vented phasv p|ug (that's the
silver hullvt-sfmpvd part in the
center) was m‘igina”’\-‘ dvsignul for
the Stradivari speaker. Faux leather
(‘nmplt‘tt‘l_\' covers each Domus
speaker’s front, top, rear, and
bottom surfaces. It not 0n|}' looks
and feels nice, the leatherette’s
grain is said to minimize surface
diffraction, and the material also
serves as a wa“ng gaskul for the

drivers. l)(‘(‘nuph‘d teak wood or




curved ]ligh ;lm.\ black side panels

suppress cabinet resonance and
serve to gm:w the Domus’ {::_1|L‘
factor up a u:n|:|v ol notches. All
of the Domus models feature
[mrlu] th'hii_‘{n.\ and come fitted
with high (|1I.i|il_\' l:i|1:|in':1 posts.
Sonus faber offers optional
floor stands for the Concertino
and the Center speakers that
mirror the Domus’ curves and are
as |uu1util'u]]'\ constructed as the
speakers. The Wall Domus comes
with a custom bracket that allows
for 30 degrees of arc adjustment
with the speaker mounted on the
wall or the a't-iling, The Grand
Piano model sits on a wldlii“ring
base outhitted with k]}ikt-:[ feet.
Improving My Fluency
in Italian
For this review, [ stuck with my
Pioneer DV-45A DVD player,
Sunhire Theater Grand 11 surround
processor, .'\_\'I'l.' V-6x power amp,
and REL Britannia B2 subwoofer:
all were wired with a combination
of Monster Cable and Analysis Plus’
Silver Oval cables. After a few days
of m wing the .\[)rakvl‘k to and fro, [
wound up [)ian'ing the Grand Piano
towers a foot further out into the
room and much wider apart from
cach other than my standard posi
tioning, The sound wasn’t bad in the
normal spots, but the Domus really
appreciated the extra |a|'mthinf_1
room. The Grand Pianos :I('Iinih-])
wanted to be angled in, I'irinf_{
iIiI'L'L'Il_\ toward the sweet spot.
Viewed from the side, you can
adjust the tower’s front-baftle rake
.mglv via its floor s|1ikm‘ and, once
[ had everything perfectly tweaked,
the Grand Pianos’ image |u-ig}11
and focus were ('nnxi:h-mH'\' more
lifelike than what I'm used to. The
Center Domus |u‘|'n'}w:| on Sonus

faber’s floor stand, angled up to

focus on the primary listening posi
tion. | used a set of stand-mounted
Concertinos as surround speakers,

situated out to the sides of my home

theater. (They can also serve as
front .\a|n'.|k:_‘rs. ) If your experiences
are anything like mine, you may

have to work a little to get the

AT A GLANCE sonus FABER DOMUS SERIES SPEAKER SYSTEM

These listings are based on the manufacturer's stated specs; the HT Labs box below indicates the gear's performance on

our test bench.

-+ SPEAKER

Type:

Tweeter

(size in inches, type):

Midrange

(size in inches, type):

Woofer (size, type):

Nominal Impedance
(ohms):
Recommended
Amp Power (watts):
Available

Finishes:

Dimensions (H x W x D):

Weight (pounds):
Price:

Grand Piano
Domus

Three-way tower

1, ring radiator

6, coated paper cone

7, coated paper
cone (2)

30-200

Black Leatherette/
Teak, Piano

Black Lacquer
11.75 % 8.25 X 12.25
57.38

$4,795/pair

Center
Domus

Three-way center
channel

0.75, ring radiator

3.25, coated paper
cone

6, coated paper
cone (2)

30-200

Black Leatherette/
Teak, Piano

Black Lacquer
17.25 X 24.25 X 12.6
18.7

$1,295

Concertino
Domus

Two-way bookshelf

0.75, ring radiator
None

6, coated paper
cone

30-150

Black Leatherette/
Teak, Piano

Black Lacquer
25.6x15x12.6
13.2

$1,495/pair

Wall Domus

Two-way on-wall or
on-ceiling

0.75, ring radiator
None

6, coated paper
cone

30-150

Black Leatherette/
Teak, Piano

Black Lacquer
7-1X7.25X19

12.12

$1,495/pair

HT Labs Measures: Sonus faber Domus Series Speaker System

- L/R Sensitivity:
90 dB from 500 Hz to 2 kHz

- Center Sensitivity:
88.5 dB from 500 Hz to 2 kHz

% Surround Sensitivity:
88 dB from 500 Hz to 2 kHz

% Wall Surround Sensitivity:
88 dB from 500 Hz to 2 kHz

This graph shows the quasi-anechoic (employing
close-miking of all woofers) frequency response of the
Domus Grand Piano L/R (purple trace), Domus Center
center channel (green trace), Domus Concertino sur-
round (red trace), and Domus Wall surround (blue

trace). All loudspeakers were measured with grilles
at a distance of 1 meter with a 2.83-volt input and
scaled for display purposes.

The Domus Grand Piano’s listening-window response (a
five-point average of axial and +/-15-degree hori-
zontal and vertical responses) measures
+2.19/-4.30 decibels from 200 hertz to 10 kilohertz.
The =3dB point is at 65 Hz, and the —6dB point is at 54
Hz. Impedance reaches a minimum of 3.36 ohms at 112
Hz and a phase angle of +24.34degrees at 1.1 kHz.

The Domus Center’s listening-window response
measures +1.32/-5.67 dB from 200 Hz to 10 kHz. An
average of axial and +/-15-degree horizontal responses
measures +1.21/-6.55 dB from 200 Hz to 10 kHz. The
—3dB point is at 73 Hz, and the -6dB point is at 61 Hz.
Impedance reaches a minimum of 3.48 ohms at 865 Hz
and a phase angle of —39.01 degrees at 98 Hz.

The Domus Concertino’s listening-window response
measures +0.90/-4.72 dB from 200 Hz to 10 kHz. The
—3dB point is at 84 Hz, and the —6dB point is at 64 Hz.
Impedance reaches a minimum of 4.90 ohms at 20 kHz
and a phase angle of —55.24 degrees at 2.9 kHz.

The Domus Wall’s listening-window response mea-
sures +1.81/-5.70 dB from 200 Hz to 10 kHz. The -3dB
point is at 84 Hz, and the —6dB point is at 67 Hz. Imped-
ance reaches a minimum of 4.89 ohms at 20 kHz and a
phase angle of -46.50 degrees at 136 Hz.—MJP




most out of these speakers, but
the extra effort will pay hugv
dividends lhv'\":'c that :_{(Jod. The
speakers’ sound also benefited from

extended hl’{'i]kil‘lg—ill.

Spellbound!

The Domus sound is flavorful and
thl'L‘L‘-(“Il'lL‘I]SiOI'Ia“}' solid, with a
luscious and full-bodied low end.
When 1 pla}'ﬂ| a bunch of Miles
Davis CDs, the speakers projected
a vast sc;ulldslagv |10pul.111'(1 with
|i\'ing musicians. The Domus vaak—
ers let the horns sound hr‘nsﬁ}', the
sland—up bass was hig and wnud’\_"
and the drums had plenty of snap.
A sll|)l'l‘|1 new |'L'|.':11‘(|i11g U”)m :gil'-
woogie piano, Rockin’ the Spirit,
put the speakers to the test, and
T.}u“\' |'v|)|'ndl1('fs(] the scale and
dynamic of its namesake. OK, the
Grand Piano s])vakvrs couldn’t
quite pull off that feat (no speaker
can), but their production of piano
sound was well above par.

The Westminster Choir’s record-
ings were absolutely spectacular; on
Like as a Hart, 1 could casily follow
cach individual singvr‘ s voice
within the St. Ignatius Loyola
church’s vast acoustic space. The
sound arising from just the two
Grand Piano Domus sp{'akvl‘s was
llltt'|‘|}' |1c=|(>graphi(‘, I can’t imag-

ine how a surround recording

could have possibly added to the

sound’s |:¢']i\-\"1|1i|il)'.

In the end, I felt that the Domus
Sl'll'ﬂkt‘l'h' were balanced a tad richer
than reality, but that warmth serves
to Hatter <|ia|(1gl1(' and vocal tmm|it‘\'.
If you get a chance to hear these
spmkvl‘s, lr_\' to spvnd at least a little
time with Norah Jones’ Come Away
With Me CD or, better yet, the
SACD. I got goose bumps listening
to the title track and “Seven Years.”

I've dl\\'{l.'\'!‘-i loved the Beach Boys’
Pet Sounds, but the DVD-Audio’s
surround mix sounds a little con-
trived. For some reason, when |
pla}'ml it lhl'()ugh the Domus
speakers, I had a L‘]l.lngc of heart.
The surround mixes snapped into
focus, and the Boys’ soaring har-
monies were to die for, I"1|I|'\' con-
vinced of the Domus system s
nlusi('alit_\', I was more than a little
curious to see how the magic
would translate to home theater,

The s|}cakc|‘s' (|)'11a|11ic‘ range and
crisp articulation of detail were on
full display during the extended
})L‘lm--t'l‘ash scene from Flight {_r['!hc
Phoenix. The fearsome impact man-
aged to shake, rattle, and roll the
contents ol‘m'\' home theater., I then
pla}'cd the now-famous dance/
drum scene with Ziyi '/,hang from
House of l’.{rinlq .")gi‘qchr.\', and llu‘}'

just sat there with their mouths

Voluptuous styling

' Sumptuously balanced, if not
neutral, sound

B Yummy leatherette cladding

agape, taking in the experience.
Yeah, I probably played the dance a
little—OK, a lot

should have. But each solid thwack

louder than I

on the drum, followed l:)' its res-
onant boom, was just so ,w.lisl"\'

ing. It doesn’t hurt that the scene
also looks positively gorgeous,
but the sound of lhundvring
drums, cach one so perfectly ren-
dered in space, demonstrated the
entire Domus ensemble’s remark-
able spatial coherence.

I could go on gushing about
these speakers. Did I mention that
thv’\"l‘v pnsilir(‘h' gorgeous? If
you're like me and find the Domus
speakers’ t-]vgnnl proportions,
sumptuous  leatherette, and
exquisite finish (|m\'m'ig|ll irre-
sistible, just close your eyes and
listen. Sure, their bravura sonics
will take you in, but the Domus
spvnkvl's may cross over from
guih}' ph‘.lslll‘cs to the realm of

. v g -
r|<1\\'n|'1ght sinful abandon. #

SONUS FABER DOMUS SERIES SPEAKER SYSTEM

Build Qu

# The speakers are
manufactured in Italy
and made with Danish
drivers custom built
for Sonus faber

# The supple leatherette
covering is a distinctive
design feature

Value

This kind of old-
world craftsmanship
doesn't come cheap

Luminous real-wood
veneers or peerless
piano-black lacquers
ooze class

d Piano Domus To
Wall Domus W

Features

% Ring radiator tweeters
offer a claimed response
out to 4o kilohertz

The speakers’
midrange and bass dri-
vers feature a unique
vented phase plug

nter Domu:
[pair - Sumi

Perform

+% These highly musical
speakers can kick butt
with home theater
applications

% Tonal balance is on
the rich side of neutral

nomics
# You may have to
work a little harder than
usual to bring out the
best in your Domus
speakers' sound, but
the extra effort will
be worth it

The optional stands
ease installation chores

[ OVERALL RATING
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