lssue 28
(3L ]

REPRODUCING THE RECORDED ARTS

Kuzma's standard
setting Airline
possive parallel

Brazilian ali-star
Audiopax Model 88
maoves the tube
goalposts

Nardost's new
POWEer coras -
deliver the keys
to Vafhalla
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Krell SACD Standard

It evera product sent {or suffered from!')
mixed messages. then this s 0. Take the
name for starters. Mot only s the Keell
brand synonymous with pubds
pereption of the high-<nd, the product's
mioniker el suggests thai its designed
o define whai's possible (rom che SACD
Hornan. Clear enough then, you mighi
think, unid you take inlo accosnd the
54045 price-fag. Hardly cheap | grant
S0, bt ot even approaching the sudic
siratospliene occupied by Keelfs mone
celetmted digital components
Teabo o parngee voypapaimng KFHE5ee.
a suipal SEHEE, Even the laly
BN 200 ot ochomae o SA000.
A these meachoes only play
0 So vl we peed o neassmss
the oolavics frsd impression

Thee finish boso i nlewh amd sy
Ernploying Kn=ll's latest comer extrusion
and balied plate construction, thene’s no
dlenying just bon attroctne and clasesy
thin. plaver keoks, especially in silver But
feok a liftle closer and you'll sec that
despite the unusually high batton
count for o leghond machine, the
achsnl Bacilitios ane barebones. [n fact,
theere's just whal you got om te donor
machine plus the absolute mnimam of
frills mequimesdd b saprvive in e SACD
Sandard s home market. That Tl explain
the balanced owtpats and mulsple mult
roomy e connections then

Finalby iheres the waight. Dispite
B mishid, fousspaare looks of the
rreschiane 1% far form overbuih. [nceed,
it refrechi nghy rmanageahile, perbups
saggesting ibhal the LS pubilic b
firalhy god amer Elie sesmpion thet
e, milled fmom solid aliminium
ek ghasranhises @ool soaind

50, name and appearance aside, A
seems that whal we aclually have heere
il ot exacthy an entny level maschine:
oould et b considered the baotinm

By Roy Gregory

rung on e top ladder. | guess in ihis
instance s & case of Sandarnd as
opposed 10 Premaum, suggesting that we
might wedl sew an albsinging, ald dancng
[ musliestandand ) player somewhee @
Krell's hatare, Dinly Lmse will 1edl.
Hosever, hawing sakd al that, thene
15 & Jeast cne nespect inwhich the Krell
S48 mevwy standamis, and that's dise
nandiing. Anybody who has endured the
[peedanmhe, Ionose bike operalion of e
Soay top-loading
SACD Cranspst
will Tetavee &

sigh o
relicd s
soon as they
put o disc in ghe
Krell's commertional drmer moechanizm,
It mecloees boading times to near C0
propadions. | mean, I'm a fan of op-
loading. but the interminable process
demanded by the Classé Omega
SACDH s ss00000 00000 0osn0 0
sl lllooooooooowessnaersanaw
that it simply drires me up the wall,
especialh when 8 ultimabely fails i read
the disc and you have to start 21l over
again. Wao such probdemme with the Knell,
which perormed smoothh: sacfthy and
mmipeceabdy the whobe tme | had &
| realbe like the way this plver books
albwagh the ned clisplag Books ety
gauely on (e black maoded. Hey at leosa
wonn can dim i, een iy cant switch i
right o = amd o Tl waink 1o, becaise
the plaver soamds noticeably hetter that
warp | alse really like hiving a full

complement of conlsds on the tronk
parel. Mo mose Erving o decipber which
ol Ehe many ack butions literng a
petrly labelesd remote actually does
whial you want And whie we're onibe
suibwect of remobes (an acoessony that |
peersonalhy prefier oo leme in the Do) te
o thil Comes with the SACD Standani
s ong ol the nicer models e come
across. Mim et galud, it offers all twe
furctions on & ndoehy labd ouf membrom:
tepee coniral paned, The butors offer
mice, posifve labching and are even
laminos, mesning that you ko that
v dore soareething ancd vou migh
v ke il it i Onece again Krell
have thrersns ol tiedr mescho imeage in
[avoun of a for more ingelligent solation
Sap wiluat eactly does the SACD
Starrbard cifer” Exsentially, s is a
stratght SACD player, meaning that
& will harsdle €T, tacrchaanmel aesd
discrete maltichanns SACD You
get the choice of balanced segen
cutputs, bt multbchannel means sngle
ended - a ressonable compromise given
the price of the machine and the muhti
channel cquipmenit 5 lkely bo be sed
with. You get o Rull complement of
12% and infrared iriggers, an BS-242
cormecior and 1EhieM . [K optical and
co-axiad digital outpas. Yoo also get foar
user switchable digitnl fher prafiles
Thase effect the milalf frequency
andd rade of the converters, bt also,
comfusmghe 1he level of the oulpat.
making comparisons confusing to
say the least. Fortunabehy, the digital
volume readout on the Gryphion
Sonata presamp esed for balanced
listening made preciss matching
mewible and epeatable, making the
whinde process that mich eosies
Resadies thee Grvponn eliscimnics
and speakers. | alsn used the Hosvdand
HPIOWRADIA combinaton, with B
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beillx'r1l'u.'{‘|rg.'|:-]:1:u|li'ﬂnl:ll..-l o Beve]
speakers, Cablirg was Nomlost Yalhalla
thiraughout, with either Kuss Andpews
o Mofdond power cabibes. | hadd the
Classd Chmvegin SACTH and Wadia B
bo s as benchmans, the former
representing the best twoschanned
SALTY replay Ive heord, partacularty
froorm its Bakanced outputs

It quickly became appanent that if
WO wanBed o ectrct Hae bt possible
perfomnance fram e Bl tfen
wou needed w0 pay particular
afterton bo setup, Specifically
wou neid foselect thae
prefemed filger fom the
fiosar s availasble,
dim the dsplay
s v alreach
rmeenkioned, and
il you need
b bk i
Supor options.
Arminggsd the
Lattier | und
that ellher tall
RIH comnes
o Harnmonis
TL202Tx Iuiiisng fie1
wreaiEhnl chear Deime i, a5vien
with the player sugspoited on e
finibe ebemerte Pagode HID Masier
Reference mok. The comnes Selivensd
betber ressluson, detail, rmnsparency
and focus, opening ot the sound whach
ol otherwie sound mther morky
Thee large Harmeanix feot affored botier
werght and mone vived instmimentod
coloairs o thie expamme of somse
eepartuen, although edlves was chia iy
suparrior W e plavers oan nabber feil

The Elters mwe more complicatad
Corserally speakeng {and after caseful
comparison & mabchied solumss beels)
| prefemmed the player ot bo b No |
positioon. Wil the mquisie came pad
b sunppt and st this delivensd
a begniling eombrination of detail
delicacy and dvnambes. Pace, dythimic
expeesshon and the shape of melodies
were all beautifully portreved. as wens
instrumental cobours and textures,

k11

mrarkineg thee music t onoe clear and
engaging,. In contrs, the Mo T flter
souandesd mudkiied. thick and congested,
with chumesy and crude dynamic
dscrimination: Definitehy a non starer
Likewise, Ehee (much louder) Moo 3 filter
wiich is richer and adds significant
wisight and body bt at the experse of &
hurmeed el coupled to Emated Smamic
eapression which ssems o push things
permanentiy b the loud end of the
scalé, In facl, pushy & a good word fo
describi the overall effect

|I!||.1|-:l||!| mpresase, aon [ e suckenid
Layg terem listenkng soon revedls the
lack of exprcamos. Wineh bBeings us fo
filber Mo 4, and the aaly really seabde
abermative o Mo, | AREIN, 108 O W
and sleghohy mchir somirsd, oo pled B
AT EEANSAT Sod Pelsage G SwisigHng
dymamics. Bub it sheosofer and b
fesrimmed. Incloseed | i rominds e of e
soianad o Bl LP12, widh s combinsion
ol waErmeh A thie Batbom encl anad eaey
ll'l_,.'!hn"u:‘ AT The comclision has
b b phat thie cr@nal = anll the bt
ahthough Mo 4 might offer mliel fom
redentlesaly Bright or over dynamiee discs
o spstem s | shuck with the Moo 1 Rler
for thee rest of e review period, bl

the glsility fo switch [bers from the
reqmenbe mazans you can fddhe (o voer
hearts comen|
Which only beaves the jssee
of balanced versus smgle-ended
conmection. Here, even wiih the fully-
commiphementary Gryphon electrons,
| marginally prefemed the singheenided
steren outpuls o te halanced aptien.
They gave a shightly leelier and moe
vivac ks performance, not halding on
uite: as tight as the balanoed outpats
Lltimatehy your choice ol connection
will probabéy be dictated as meich by
cincumstances as amdhing else, bl
Il your hawe thal option it's well
wiirih experimsnting
willh baoth
L ece v ve gol
i SACL) Slandar
up and narming,
thv [ursd thing
poll | distmeet,
and prerhaps: e
Mt sarprising,
&5 thal irs a dam
(e CI} playves
Compartsens wit
Ly Wanlin Bl leame
e Bl & Bl Anves]
Lot bk Whikst
1w Erigyeer rnd mouch
T e penisee e bime
leesiters it kn Rerma ol
imloemation. textunsl
aslipaticn angl branspamency a8 well as
the clariy and cose ol 5 cverall pichans,
the SALD Siandard delvers: a credible
Iscsanale al that stalo. |t may not match
the Wislia but Bk onby & litthe behind i
aach imporant negand, placing it ona
e Sl e b of Ahae Clssageer 02 and
thar Ao CXF, The Krell might exceed e
e ol Elsesi plaiers, D roaieud & grand
in dact, bl remernber bt i doss SACD
and diserete mrilkehannel oo The fact
had o chowss that arsl spabkess & hadter Ehan
labr fisg ol CD ey a8 vl adkes.
UTIEJUHE N Y B e nee
||=-Il*'l-hlir|m' et e sodred
Hreemy 0 charas terioed by sdae ity
and comnteod alhied (D B Moe opEn b-



hlﬂl.ﬂ-ll-ll“.l‘nit‘u’l from the same cloth &
1 prlager’s SACD sCramdd Thee Doflone
e s reasonalily wesghay, alifosgl
laching a Enle chefimition comgaansd po
e et llent separidion of te mid
Bl it Hee ease and evenness of he
prsentation that mmakes it s0 impreaie
willy wildly wvaryving musscad forns
Thee spaaces and presence of Daolly
Wardens Apple Dol is conjuaesd from
e chaarkness. ety Elae speakers,
Milesa hom is all subtle restraing on the
opening phirases of Surey With A Fringe
U Top'. Rermoved from the condines of
conparison and starding alome, it's an
engaging &nd comincing performance.

Which miekes the clear superiority of

ity SACTY repldmy all the e impressive.
Woru e o be canehul in making disect
comparisons, the vbrid CO lever of
SACT discs being far from: ideal in this
regard, They diftor in level os often as
nol, a5 well as equaliabion. Sader inscacd
b compare different discs of known
qualite | normally rely onotbe DOC and
XRCTr versions of Miles Dovisk Seomain’,
recently neismued on SACT by Mol
(Theres even Analopue ProducGons”
I8 version for complotsts ) Exch of
these discs is a fair reproseotote of
their fommiat’s optimuem performance.
Compane them on the Kiell and the
S0 has far moee bosdy clarity and
tomal and gpatial eepambion (and ye,

Ikremw |08 & modno eooding). b
eriergies, el moee viidly from
a Delacker Dackground, with wider
tyreanic raige and Detter dynamic
Uscrinmiaion as 4 resull

Humy Chosess. e Kredl's SACD nepday
conmprane o e Class? Runoing e
katter in its paefiermesd balanced vutgnal!
fully Dalamoed elecimmics misle i
Erestteen b Rrell by & Tair margdin,
widlhs o bsigggeer slager, Dasiber segraration
and transparency Befver weight and
definition in the bass. The whole thing
B junst far more stable ard solid. In s
defence, the lighter, dedier bowch of the
SACT Standand makes for a guicker and
miore fintbmically explicit presentetion
thad’s mak withouwt it own apgeeal.
Hiomsever, change 1he ground nubes and
voil change the el Switch 1o single
ended output and the Keell gains a lifke
while tho Classd loses - dissstmously
Mow the Krell matches or betlers the
definition and sability of the bigger
machire, whik ruonning rirgs anoand
it Joauden, sbolid low Irequencaes.
Suddenhy that extra weight becomes
an embamassmaent meher than a virbue

Theer eoumd of the Keell replaving
ENCD) mirmors ils performance on
CIk The baes lacks a litthe defindtion
cowmnpaned 1o the onestal clarty of the
mid The highs are clean and extended
& delivers the pedormance that the
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foama promises and i goes 0 on
everviiing frome the Flosestan Tio
playing Favme 1o Titson-Thomeas's Malibet
Mo Thymer to Cew Sk CF e Mo
v B R — DL i Teadl e e i Ui
sofewliere and eres sl a vicariog
(prlemasurne b L frasd Bromn swibchimg all 1he
Talots ooff s pelawineg it REALLY LOHADE)

T wlwde SACD kamat, and tie
wnsClnines ihat play i, is a rapicly
wvulving marked secton Wl is 1o aay
what will haggeen near?” Bt for now
the kpell SACT Seandard repoesenits an
important benchmark. At a thind of the
price of Classé s stancdard seting Omega
SACDI, the Krell delfers credible high-
o sowand with far greater versatility
anadl im far more circumstances. And it
woes 1l fom both CTF and SACLL in o
channels and sx. [t may not deler
stnnifard sefting perommancs in eithor
case, but then 1 docsa’t cosd o sandard
seiting price cithes Mone imgaortangly; it
meliots o Boabs i price peon on both
[oormags, which makos if the firs Dangakn
of a miew produd] generation Thene ane
urichou Btosdhy Fastter CIF playesns cut Shesns
than this Kl Thens ane alon playees
theat can doa Better job of SACT under
theerir prefermed circumstancoes. Bud this
is the first plager to do it all and do g
well B may not steetch e emaekopes
but ghe Knell SACT Standand represents
an erwiabde slandand nonetheles.

Extending the horizon...

I adbways wamded 1 be el kicking
again what evenpore eoe gy o e
right. Imagine my pleased gamise al
tlmrrwering Ehe maltechannel
pedormance o the Ked SACT Standand
wasn 't all it was crck] up Bo b Thien,
imagine my dismay o dscover Fhat it
mally was all i was ok upio Be:
sty | amed ey syt were at B

You soe, there ane fwo obvious mmees

by Alan Siroom

with the Krell First, it nessels a lengtny
warmEipe mod ondy ax initial bomein, D
aftesr any lendgthy Sime vy from &
maire peowesr soainoe This affeck no
small change on the perormance o
thie pliger - cold Keell, bacl: warmn Krell,
wonderful.

Evesny menne smpoetant, howwever i
thir gystem itself Mo ‘'make do’ home
cinema Incbrid moaltichannel affur will

it Ehuis ook iy discl-sted gl
chinmm! music system, laid oot exacthy
i g enltiecboanned pstem dhoulel
B half messires allowesd: all e main
sprealirs mec] 10 b micwchy the same
madel anel all nesed 10 D he e
distance from the listener. Fail fo resch
Ehese heady leeaghts of multichennel
ancl o il get o gosndd s, bt

mo g S0 remariosse s ihe Bl '-

9
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h- can procluce when all the cands ame in

i fvoe Undortunabely we ane so used
tr ‘make do” mulbi-channe] thal miosl
symlerns will onby show a Trction of
what the Krell can really provide

That's wheene | began witly the Bl
Listoning through o sstem geased
tonwand home cinemmss fies and ik
channe] sccond. The SACTP Starcdand
cflers o @ood, clean and dynmamibc
pedermanoe, one that's o fmction
e Ehan the Somy and Marante
plagers of this workd. That
already places the Keell
in a chass of it own,
st By b of
pmgerovermaent handhy
mixkes the player's
high price petificd
After adl, a four grand
pinyeer shaowbd sownd
i lot Bestier than a oneand-
adhall grand plaver

Hur, Heat’s onfdy the starting place,
Hicleigning the system to give it a monms
rstur] mulichansel sound spin, and
ke Eredl nealhy comes bo hife. Soddenhy
ikat goeod dymamic performance
s eatranrdinanly natumd. Muli-
channed SACTY quickly becomes thie
standand 8o reach o B's achaally veny
hawre] tre wiribe st the perboemencs ol
the Kredl in a ooy manchiesd svstem,
B it sets o sefeence paint dhat
regiuibar mualtiscbarine] DT Ausdio on
SACTH v o g0 o bong sy 0 mich
Uhse afber dise gets played; not o
criticitse the stwmd of the Keedl, b
clmacover whad thiry meally soaind ke
o multichannel SACTE Wirth classi
ri=rmastiers like Dhvlan's Bl rn the
Trochs, youn get all the unlopeed
natarslne=es ol the orignal bl with
that extra multichenne] comporent

Cheerdl, Ehiis Beetterthan-the- nest
qualty mike=s the Knell hand 1o pin
dhwn. |5 very detailed, cspecialy at the
leprend: st the rght side of brightness
|t e by Hhe areosd cvnamic mmaihichiamnsel
SACT plaver amound; most mulcichannel
SACT spenmers sourd a bit st and thin
Ths & the exoeption, Bl most of all i's

a

ther museCaliy thir shines ol
oo 0f o Chend, Drisk and
chyrarniiec souid, it fas nome of e
Ieaned] cliaracier thal can make e
Bnnresl apgeean a Ll lifeless,

Fink Fhoyd's e Saoke o e Sl
Faghlighis tle b differeme betwasen

kel flavvommed SACTE pegalay

arld eenone
1t

Thiose trocks ane
w0 willl K B pnoes
rick Migbiquen 1hal e slight ot dovintion
18 epaottead resdily A, im0 meost cases, the
mariEchanne] 360D cound is procise but
amtirehy music-foa. [95 as if the plaver s
st goand theousgh the motions aned tha
dirc wuinds almost unexciting. Thae Kl
riscl s e Balanod; it manages bo
kst Bl i farnaticay beweds a1 masamuim
bl sy nisieEroadsces 3 e of masical
indoarmnal o and excitement lost in Ehe
mmailnehannel hattle

Ui Hashiwasd Leader has parcod
cmenent an B Krells faoeacharmel
performance, but thoee is a mlabyvistic
comenent worth making In CT3 o
s pdsver =y thens with Wadinelite
s Ehaat oo dhipara@iosd o of
P fevet CED prlvtyisrs: arowsmed At thie
etk Through smgheended
cubpts, e slirests 50T soaimd has e
effectve challonger but Teow dois e
i chenne sound match up 1o these
Pseady beeeds® Wery wasll, in Gt the mulb-
chanmel sound dossnt undermine e
v Charnel sound quality in absoluge

tirrns, Hmet for chosss i Seeim Compaoin:
il by a wonderful teoschanned
jeerformance. [ simply offers. he e
rrlthcharime] audie sound you can get
thes b Of & recording stucdsn, oaday
Thant's all. ¥ou can happély play SACD in
sleEPen A DeseT O make B move 106
e |ErcFrarieed, ik knosbecae i
wimh alic] dasclis oo s the gt dividie
= aiml clo it progerdy = ihe mukkchanmel
prerborrancy s every bit as pood as the
B Cheariia] sasiind. Teems
ned even @ el
Brepr, L dhowss. priti-
SERTEYIC I T
s B il b, pad
10 st o, Lstley
than U wyskem it B
pelinvend (heough
I iy, iy it
vt il hanne| systemmn
¥ v 2an pof logetker, i it has the
Ercll & 1he Ircst, @ will benefd. You
witdl e the krell sdbeanage, even if
it froenes a Ivdme cinema in & box
aytem, Ask nod wlhad e Krell can da
toe yoar system; sk inscad what your
AsRein can do far the Knell l-*

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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